THE SURVEY AREA
boundaries of the area selected for this Survey do not
-L coincide with any single existing axea of local government
administration. In choosing the area the principle has been followed
of including such complete parishes as appear to be within Oxford's
sphere of influence and which lie within eight to ten miles of the
city. Didcot, for instance, although barely ten miles from Oxford,
was excluded on the grounds that it had a quite independent exis-
tence and that, in the social and economic sense, Reading rather
than Oxford was its magnet.
Twenty-four of the parishes lie in Berkshire and forty-two in
Oxfordshire. All those in Berkshire are within the rural district
of Abingdon. Of those in Oxfordshire twenty-four form part of
the rural district of Bullingdon, nine lie in Ploughley Rural District,
seven in Witney Rural District, and two in Chipping Norton Rural
District. The Survey Area also covers the whole of the county
borough of Oxford and the municipal boroughs of Abingdon and
Woodstock. A full list of the parishes is given in Appendix II.